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LINES ON THE CORONATION OF

OUR GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN

HIS Lady whom we crown was born
When buds were green upon the thorn

And earliest cowslips showed;

When still unseen by mortal eye

One cuckoo tolled his “Here am 1,”
And over little glints of sky,

In rain-pools whence the trickles flowed,
The small snipe clattered wing.

The swallows were upon the road,
Nought but the cherry-blossom snowed,
The promise was on all fields sowed

Of Earth’s beginning Spring.

Now that we crown Her as our Queen
May love keep all her pathways green,
May sunlight bless her days:

May the fair Spring of her beginning
Ripen to all things worth the winning,
The very surest of our praise

That mortal men attempt.

May this old land revive and be
Again a star set in the sea,

A Kingdom fit for such as She

With glories yet undreamt.

JouNn MASEFIELD

Poet Laureate
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH ‘-
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THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES THE DUKE OF CORNWALL AND THE PRINCESS ANNE
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A FOREWORD

BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE

DUKE OF GLOUCESTER

Chairman of the Administrative Council of
King George's Jubilee Trust

WiTH the approval of Her Majesty the Queen, King George’s Jubilee Trust has @&
once again been authorized to prepare and issue the Souvenir Programme of |
the Coronation.

This is being distributed far and wide among the peoples of the Commonwealth,
as a token of the unity which, linking us together at all times, cannot but be felt
the more strongly on this occasion of national re-dedication. The thousands who
line the route of the Royal Procession may follow in the Programme the sacred
rites of the Service inside Westminster Abbey; millions more who participate in
the historic scene through the medium of wireless and television, as well as the
countless numbers dwelling in the farthest corners of the world’s five continents,

will through its pages be transported to London, heart of the Commonwealth. Q¥
All of us within our family of nations who share the same hopes and aspirations  \{

join in spirit the great congregation within the Abbey, together to pledge loyalty to  {j
our Sovereign at the solemn moment of Coronation.

The profits from the sale of this Programme will be devoted to the youth of Britain,
whose welfare is the aim and purpose of the Trust founded as the nation’s thank-
offering on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary.
* The youth of a nation are the trustees of posterity,” and if we give to their cause we
give to our own future, ensuring that there may grow up a generation worthy and
capable of carrying on the glorious traditions of our land.

Such an objective would seem particularly fitting at the opening of the new reign
of a young Queen, and we may be sure it is a cause very close to Her Majesty’s
own heart.

and owe allegiance to the same Crown may read the Order of Ceremony and so T
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THE QUEEN’S MAJESTY

BY ARTHUR BRYANT

3 CORONATION is a nation’s birthday. It is the day on
§‘ which its people celebrate the union that makes them one.
Y/ Of that union the Crown is the symbol. The legal and spiritual
g; _ association of men of different races, creeds and classes which _'
%m\ we call a nation, though often taken for granted, is a more éﬂr:
%}F»g: wonderful miracle than the greatest achievement of science. A

It enables millions who have never set eyes on one another
to act together in peaceful and mutual co-operation and
makes them glad and proud to do so. There can be no truer
service to humanity than to preserve such a union, and prevent those millions from
dissolving into antagonistic and destructive groups. A nation, like a garden, is a
creation of constant love and labour. If that love and labour cease, the weeds and
the wild that threaten it will break in and destroy it.

In this ancient nation—one in which deep-rooted patriotism has again and
again saved both us and others—the Crown has played the chief part in keeping
us one. We have long divested it of political responsibility and have evolved other
institutions to resolve political contests and express our political will. But of all
our institutions the monarchy serves best to unite us: to remind us that the political
and economic differences that divide us are less real than the ties of history that
unite us.

For a nation is a union in both space and time. We are not compatriots only
of those who live a long way away, but of those who lived before us and of those
who will live after us. We are as much the countrymen of Nelson, Wesley and
Shakespeare as of our own contemporaries. Our Queen who is crowned today is
the symbol of that union in time. She is descended from a long line of those who
;; N have represented the unity of our country through every hour of her history. She
_ﬁ-a"\\ is the descendant of Alfred—the lonely King who saved England by his courage
and Christendom by his example, and, single-handed, re-created civilization in a
ruined land. She is the descendant of the great Norman who, though he conquered
England, made her the first national kingdom of Europe. She is the descendant of
the Angevin genius who established the Common Law; of Edward I, father of
our Parliament; of his heroic adversary, Robert Bruce, who preserved in the teeth
of all odds the separate nationhood of his country and, by preventing an enforced
union of the crowns of England and Scotland, made possible that fruitful and
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voluntary one under another of our Queen’s ancestors. She is the descendant,
through the first and wisest of the Tudors, of the patriot princes who preserved
the unity of Wales. One of her ancestors commanded the English army at Crécy
and another at Dettingen. Another was the “‘Queen of Hearts” for whose nuptials
Shakespeare’s Tempest was staged and, perhaps, written. She is the great-great-
grandchild of Queen Victoria, and the granddaughter and daughter of the beloved
Sovereigns who symbolized Britain’s resistance and victory in the two greatest wars
of her history.

Our Queen is not only the symbol of a union in time. She is the symbol of one
in space. The Coronation of the first Elizabeth was of the Sovereign of one Nation.
The Coronation of Elizabeth II is of the Sovereign of many Nations. Her Majesty
is Queen not only of Great Britain but of the independent States of Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Ceylon, and of nearly fifty other lands
over which the authority of the Imperial Parliament at Westminster is still extended.
And as Head of the Commonwealth she is the sole symbol of the free association
of the eight sovereign Nations that form the largest political group in the world.
In that great union—embracing all the earth’s five Continents and nearly a quarter
of its population—there is no binding or coercive force : only the free will of its
members to be associated with one another and their acknowledgement cf that
solitary and seemingly powerless, but beloved, human figure as its Head.

Our young Queen does not only symbolize our political union. She enshrines
our ideals. She represents in her person the abiding virtues—of hearth, home and
of service—which are the foundation of society. She brings, in Burke’s phrase,
“the dispositions that are lovely in private life into the service and conduct of the
commonwealth.” When, at her crowning, she receives the kingly sword, she is bidden
by the Archbishop of Canterbury in God’s name to “do justice, stop the growth
of iniquity, protect the Holy Church of God, help and defend widows and orphans,
restore the things that are gone to decay, maintain the things that are restored,
punish and reform what is amiss and confirm what is in good order.” By the example
she sets from the throne, by the sincerity of her self-dedication to her unique and
lonely task of serving her subjects and the Commonwealth all the days of her life,
the Queen is the guarantee before God that those who direct the destinies of the
Nations whose union she symbolizes will endeavour to do these things. As on
this historic day she rides, radiant and crowned, in her golden coach through the
ranks of her cheering peoples, she expresses the dedication of a vast part of the
human family to the task of making earth a juster, kindlier and more gentle place.

God Save the Queen




GIVIEEN ELIZABETH Il

BY DERMOT MORRAH
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With Commonwealth Ministers at Buckingham Palace, 3 December, 1952

\7 HEer Royal Highness Princess Elizabeth Alexandra Mary, first child of Albert Duke
.'”f';1l [z of York, was born at 17 Bruton Street, the London home of the Duchess’s parents,
|

1) on 21 April, 1926.
" She was only nine months old when she was separated for six months from her
parents, who travelled to Australia for the inauguration of the new capital at
Canberra. The baby was left in the charge of her four
grandparents, becoming such a favourite with King
George V that, in his convalescence from his grave illness
in 1928, she was sent for to keep him company at
Bognor and help his recovery. Her own parents had by
then acquired a London house at 145 Piccadilly; and
between here and Royal Lodge, Windsor, she spent most
of her childhood, with her younger sister, Princess
Margaret, who had been born in 1930. At nine Princess
Elizabeth was old enough to appear in public at King
George V’s Silver Jubilee celebrations.

By the abdication of Edward VIII and the accession
of her father as George VI, Princess Elizabeth became

—

At the age of two
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